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UK Research and Innovation 

Å UK Research and Innovation 
launched in April 2018 

 

Å UKRI is the new funding 
organisation for research 
and innovation in the UK  

 

Å It brings together the seven 
UK research councils, 
Innovate UK and a new 
organisation, Research 
England, working closely 
with its partner organisations 
in the devolved 
administrations 



The numbers 

ÅMore than £6.5 billion in combined budget per year 

 

Å3,900 research and business grants issued every year 

 

Å2,400 business-led collaborative projects and over 200 
Knowledge Transfer Partnerships 

 

Å151 universities receiving research funding 

 

Å38 institutes, laboratories, units, campuses and 
innovation catapults 

 



UK Research and Innovation objectives 

To invest every pound of 

taxpayersô money wisely in 

a way that maximises 

impact for citizens, in the 

UK and across the world.  

 

This will have three 

elements: 

 



Approaches to funding are changingé 



Contexté 

Å 2016 Autumn Statement £4.7bn of additional 

funding for R&D 

 

Å Aim to halt the decline in R&D investment as a 

percentage of GDP (currently around 1.7%) TARGET 

2.4 % GDP 2027 

 



Industrial Strategy ï Building a Britain fit for the future 



Industrial Strategy Challenge Fund 

Å ~£2Bn fund, delivered by UK Research and Innovation 

 

Å Supports the Governmentôs Industrial Strategy 

 

Å Will build on the UKôs world-class research base and deliver the science 
that business needs to transform existing industries and create new 
ones  

 

Å Accelerates commercial exploitation of the most exciting technologies 
the UK has to offer the world to ensure that scientific investment truly 
delivers economic impact, jobs and growth right across the country 

 

Å Programmes delivered by the fund will be industry-led and powered by 
multi-disciplinary research and business-academic collaboration 

 



ISCF Wave 2 Challenges (£729.5m) 

Data to early diagnosis 
and precision medicine 
(up to £196m) 

Healthy ageing  
(up to £98m)  

Next generation 
services (up to£20m) 

Audience of the future 
(up to £33m) 

Quantum technology 
(up to £20m) 

Transforming 
construction 
(up to £170m) 

Transforming food 
production (up to £90m) 

Prospering from the 
energy revolution 
(up to £103m) 



Strength in Places Fund 

Å £115m to support regional growth 

by identifying and supporting areas 

of emerging R&D strength that are 

driving clusters of innovative 

businesses 

Å Wave 1 EoI call closed  25 July, 

Assessment Panel to meet on 26 

September 
 

Å High level of demand  
 

Å Small number of bids will be selected 

to go forward, successful projects will 

commence in 2019/20 
Innovate UK funding intensity per capita in 

different areas of the UK 



UKRI Future Leaders Fellowships 

Å Support for early career researchers and innovators with 

outstanding potential in universities, UK registered 

businesses, and other research and user environments 

Å Provide long-term funding and flexibility to tackle 

adventurous, difficult or multi-disciplinary areas that require 

fellowship support 

Å Funding over 3 years (6 rounds), supporting ~200 individuals 

per year (fewer this year) for up to 7 years on a 4+3 model 



Strategic Priorities Fund 

ÅBuilding on Sir Paul Nurseôs 
vision of a ócommon fundô  

 

Å Drive an increase in high-quality 
inter-disciplinary 
collaborations spanning across 
councils 

 

Å Linking UKRIôs investment with 
cross-government priorities 
and opportunities 

 

Å Ensuring the system is able to 
respond to strategic priorities 
and opportunities 
 



BBSRC within UKRI 



UK is world leading in bioscience 

 

 

ÅThree UK Universities in the 

global top 10 for bioscience 

 

ÅA global partner of choice 

 

ÅBenefits to UK society and 

economy 



BBSRC invests in bioscience research, infrastructure 

and skills right across the UK 
 



BBSRC Forward Look for UK Bioscience 

Advancing the frontiers of bioscience discovery 

 

 
Transformative 

technologies 

Understanding 

the rules of life 

Building strong foundations 
 

 

 

People  

and talent 
Infrastructure 

Collaboration, 

partnerships 

and KE 

Tackling strategic challenges 

 

 

Bioscience for 

renewable 

resources and 

clean growth 

Bioscience for 

an integrated 

understanding 

of health 

Bioscience for 

sustainable 

agriculture and food 



Research and innovation campuses ï an introduction 

The UKôs research and innovation campuses make 

a key contribution to the UK innovation ecosystem 

 

They ensure that research: 

Åmakes an important impact for the UK 

Åenables economic growth 

Åcontributes to interactions with important 

international trading partners and supporting key 

economic sectors 



Research and innovation campuses ï Key features 

Å Innovation community centred around internationally 

leading and long-term research base and national research 

capability 

ÅLong-term commitment, and influence, from one or more 

Research Councils 

ÅAlignment with one or more Research Councils strategy 

ÅCo-location of industry and academia enabling access to 

specialist research capabilities and exchange of knowledge 

ÅEnterprising culture on campus supporting development of 

very early stage ventures and established companies  

ÅBenefit delivered to the UK 



 ̧

Babraham Research Campus, 

Cambridge  ̧

Norwich Research Park,  

Norwich 

 ̧

Rothamsted Centre for Research 

and Enterprise, Harpenden: 

 ̧

Sci-Tech  

DARESBURY 

Harwell  ̧
Aurora Innovation Centre, 

Cambridge 

Marine Robotics Innovation 

Centre, Southampton 

 ̧

 ̧

 ̧

Easter Bush Campus,  

Edinburgh 

 ̧

Aberystwyth Innovation and 

Enterprise Campus*, 

Aberystwyth 

* Under development 

National research and innovation campuses 



National research and innovation campuses 


